COLORING DARK SKIN TONES









For this class I'll be using a black
line drawing. Normally when
creating a more or less realistic
work like this, a colored line
drawing would be most
appropriate, but since I'll be
coloring in a dark background
which minimizes the appearance
of the black line, colored line
work is unnecessary in this case.

| begin with E25 to model the far
edges of the face, up and under

the hairline, and then down and

around the other side.

The shape of this color helps to
indicate the bone structure
underneath, so try to copy it
fairly closely.

| indicate the shadows around
the eyes, on the nose, and under
the bottom lip, and also color
the pupil. (E25)



Working my way from the
outside contour towards the
center of the face, | add a "color
band" of E35 following the
shape of the E25 color band.

| indicate the side plane of the
nose and undersides of the
eyebrows with E35.

When you watch the video
you'll notice that | overlap the
original E25 color band while
coloring these color shapes of
E35.

| add E34, still working
towards the center of the
face and overlapping the
previous colors.




E34

Still using the E34, | indicate the
sides of the nose and the
roundness of the cheeks.

Again, you should try to mimic
the shapes I'm making as closely
as you can.

| add E33 to the forehead...




il

...nose and cheeks... (E33)

...and chin. (E33)

Your page should look something
like this.




| add E31 for the lightest areas...

...and then "glaze" over all the
previous colors with the E31. |
also use this color to color in the
tops of the ears.

Already we have a very nice
sense of form :)

| add T2 to the "whites" of the
eyes.




| color the pupil and indicate
the outside rim of the iris with
E49.

| also color in the nostrils
and mouth. (E49)

| add R21 to the lips...
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...tear ducts... (R21)

...tops of the ears... (R21)

...and along the bottom jaw
(R21).

(Colored pencil users - skip
this step.)
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| then add "blush" to the nose.
(R21)

Depending on how dark you
want your skin tones, this could
be nearly complete.

If I chose not to go darker |
would simply soften up my
color transitions and move on
to coloring the hair. However, |
want to go darker still.

| add T3 in a line under the
eyelid to indicate the
shadow the lid casts on the
eye...
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...then darken the eye sockets
and eyebrows. (T3)

| indicate the side plane of the
forehead with T3 (just on this
side).

| accentuate the shadows
around the wings of the nose
and indicate the side plane of
the nose, then touch in the
shadows on the philtrum and
under the bottom lip. (T3)
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